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The Road to Ready S |
Building a custom home isn’t | ‘ — =
just about the big reveal-it's .. ee

about the groundwork. Here’s
everything that happens
behind the scenes before
construction starts—and how
an early start sets the tone for
a seamless build.
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Most people don’t start too early. They start too late.

Waiting to contact a builder until you have every detail locked in — plans, selections, even
land — can feel smart. But in custom homebuilding, that mindset often backfires. Why?

Because the most time-consuming (and cost-defining) decisions happen before
construction starts. And the earlier we begin, the more space you have to make those

decisions well.
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3 Major Advant

More Time = Better Decisions

You’ll make hundreds of choices while building a custom home. Rushing them because permits
are approved or drywall is going up leads to regret. Early planning gives you time to explore your
options without pressure and make confident calls when it counts.

Your Budget Works Smarter

When we start early, we can align your goals with real numbers, not ballpark estimates. That
means fewer surprises, clearer priorities, and a build that reflects your values, your lifestyle, and
your investment.

Design Around Details

Lot conditions. HOA guidelines. Aging-in-place goals. Family heirloom furniture you want to
showcase. All of these things shape how we design your home. The sooner we understand them,
the more we can tailor your layout and features to fit your actual life.
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You don’t need to be ready to build. You need to be
ready o explore.

When we begin early, we’re doing more than just planning. We’re developing clarity,
momentum, and trust. The house comes later, but the foundation starts now.

Here’s how we guide you through the earliest and often most overlooked phase of
custom home building: Pre-Construction.

Discovery

We start with a conversation to learn about
your goals, timeline, and vision, and answer your
first few questions. It’s the best way to learn if
we’re a good fit and where your road begins.

Design

We partner with you in a strategic architectural
design process that connects your vision to your
lot, daily function, and future accessibility.

Selections

We complete selections early so your vision is
fully defined and every decision is made before
construction begins. This means clear pricing
and a smoother build from day one.

Lstimating

With design finalized and selections in hand,
build costs are calculated using real numbers
not allowances. This helps us flag cost drivers
and help you make smart, value-based decisions.
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Too Late1s Too Common

Delaying your start might feel safer, but it often creates more stress, not less. Here’s what
we see time and again when people wait until they’re “ready”:
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4 Major Putfalls 1o Wailing

X You lose valuable planning time.

Permits, engineering, and design reviews take longer than most people realize. When you delay
the start, you compress the timeline, leaving less space for thoughtful planning and smooth
approvals.

X Decisions feel rushed, not thoughtfully considered.

Late selections often lead to overwhelm, limited options, or second-guessing. Starting early gives
you time to make confident choices that reflect your true vision, not just what’s available under
pressure.

X Budgets hecome harder to control.

The later pricing gets finalized, the more exposed you are to things like material cost increases
or unexpected changes. Early decisions give you more control and fewer surprises.

X You miss opportunities.

Creative design ideas, site solutions, or cost-saving strategies often have to be decided early.
The longer you wait, the fewer options we have to shape your home the way you imagined.
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The road is easier when you know what’s ahead.

These are the topics we guide you through early,
because the sooner you ask them, the clearer your
next steps become:

Pre-Planning Checklist

« How do | want my home to function day to day? Think
about routines, flow, privacy, future needs,
accessibility, and what makes a space work for you.

e« What timeline am | hoping for? Consider life events,
desired move-in dates, permitting timeframes, and
how flexible you can be.

« What are my must-haves vs. nice-to-haves? Start a
list: What matters most? What could flex? Where are
you willing to invest vs. simplify?

« Dol already own land or need help finding it? If yes,
pull together survey info or lot details. If not, start
thinking about location, neighborhood, or lot priorities.

« What kind of builder relationship do | want? Do you
want to stay closely involved or lean on expert
guidance? What matters most: communication,
process, design support? (FYI: Swift Creek does it all!)

AGING-IN-PLACE @swiftcreekhomes
SPECIALIST

P peprp e info@swiftcreekhomes.com
R SWIFTCREEKHOMES.COM

CERTIFIED




